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WELCOME TO THE MARCH  2025 EDITION of NEWS and NOTES 
 

 
 

Over the past three years, PAWA has focused on keeping WA Clubs active 
and viable, doing everything possible to prevent closures. While we have 
worked hard, the reality is that Probus membership in WA—and across 
Australia—continues to decline. 
 

PSPL's strategy is to open new Clubs and when the issue of establishment 
of new clubs in WA was raised late last year, PAWA expressed its 
reservations and requested clarification of the proposed approach. 
However, PSPL is still standing firm on its strategy. Whilst we recognise 
some potential benefits, we are also mindful of the challenges this 

presents to existing Clubs. Nevertheless, we will attempt to work with 
PSPL on this initiative and appreciate the opportunity to provide input on 
where new Clubs may be formed and the process (as used in the Eastern 
states) by which this happens . 
 

At this pivotal time, PAWA needs the support of our WA Probus 

community. We must come together to ensure Probus remains strong, 
vibrant, and relevant. We want to hear from you—our Clubs and 

members—on how best to approach this challenge. How do you feel 
about the creation of new Clubs? What strategies should we prioritize to 

strengthen existing Clubs while expanding Probus in WA? 
 

Your feedback is essential in shaping the future of Probus. Please email 

us with your thoughts so we can represent your views in our discussions 
with PSPL. 
With your support, we can ensure Probus in WA not only survives but 

thrives. 
Thank you for your dedication to Probus. 
 

Ralph Sirmulis, President. 

Upcoming Challenges for Probus in WA 
 

This year will be a crucial one for PAWA and WA Probus Clubs.  
Many Clubs are struggling to attract new members not only from 
ageing membership but greater competition from increasing numbers 

and varieties of seniors’ groups within retirement villages, local 
communities and local government initiatives. Public awareness of 
Probus remains very low, making growth even more difficult. 
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PSPL has just advised that they will be sending out information 
about the new recommended "standard" Probus Club Constitution 
and Standing Resolutions. Whilst the new WA Constitution had 
been approved by DEMIRS back in January, it seems that the 

Queensland regulators had an issue and thus the delay. 
 
Clubs will receive the following information shortly: 
 
• Explanatory Information 

• Recommended Constitution and recommended Standing     

Resolutions 

• Guide on how to adopt 

• Guide to how to register with DEMIRS. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
PAWA or PSPL. 

 
 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO CLUBS CELEBRATING IN MARCH 
 

Swan View Probus Club       7   years 
 

Probus Club of Mandurah Peel Inc     10 years 

         

The Combined Probus Club of Murdoch Inc. 28 years 
 

Marmion Probus Club (Mixed) Inc     32 years 
 

The Probus Club of Denmark Inc     35 years 
 

Probus Club of Mandurah (Inc)     41 years 
 

The Probus Club of Thornlie (Inc)     43 years 
 
 
 

 

 

Reminder: PAWA Annual General Meeting 
 

Friday 28th  March 9.45 for 1030am start. 
 

Bendat Basketball Centre 
201 Underwood Avenue, Floreat. 

 
The meeting is expected to conclude by 11.30am. Light refreshments will be 

available following the meeting with time for friendship and fellowship. 
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Registration forms will be sent to all Secretaries.  
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PAWA COMMITTEE 
 

PAWA committee members enjoy having an opportunity to visit clubs so why not invite 
one of the PAWA Committee to your meeting. PAWA’s goals are to provide support to 
clubs and provide a clear understanding of the rules of the Club Constitution, the 
Associations Act WA and the PSPL guidelines. This is achieved at mostly at Workshops.  
 

Feedback from the Workshops in 2024 highlighted some common issues. 

• Difficulty obtaining new members. 

• Difficulty forming a committee. 

• Complacency. 

• Intrenched views and perceptions for the way things were done in the past. 

Workshops are a great way to network, exchange ideas and knowledge, and to tackle 
common challenges that we all face. 
 

 

LEADERSHIP 

 
 

Life Membership 

 

 

Always have a positive attitude and spread it 
around. When you implement a positive attitude 
your members may be more likely to follow your 
example. 

• Ask your members for ideas.  Consider a 
Suggestion Box? 

• Foster a culture receptive to change. 

• Eliminate complacency. 

• Keep the business side simple. 

• Focus on the 3 F’s 
 

Congratulations to Winston Marsh on being awarded 

Life Membership in recognition of his enormous 

contribution to The Combined Probus Club of 

Attadale. 

 

Winston was elected President of the Club in 2019. 

 

The inaugural meeting of The Combined Probus Club 

of Attadale was convened by Winston Marsh in 

October 1998, whilst he was Rotary District Probus 

Chairman and a member of Attadale Rotary Club.  

 

He has provided continual support to the Club. 
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ROLE 

The role of the Management Committee is to manage the club in accordance with the 
Club’s Constitution and standing resolutions and the law. Each Committee member 
should have a Portfolio detailing their role and responsibilities. 

The Committee can make binding decisions on behalf of the club which is not subject 
to review by the membership. However, decisions made should be reported to the 
members, especially any contentious issue. 

New management committee members need to know about their responsibilities and 
the workings of the association.  It is good practice to provide a structured, 
comprehensive, and practical orientation to the activities, policies, and structure of 
the association.   

Orientation kits for management committee members are another useful way of 
providing newcomers with all the essential information including: 

• information about the association, objectives, structure, activities, and 
achievements. 

• the role of committee members. 
• a list of committee members and their contact details. 
• practical expectations (e.g. number of meetings, other tasks). 
• general requirements and expectations.  
• the rules of the association. 
• a guide to meeting practices; and 
• policies and procedures.        

 

ELECTION OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. 

 

• The Returning Officer can be a member entitled to vote but not be anyone 
standing  for a Management Committee position. 

• The Returning Officer is provided with the nomination forms and declares all 
Management positions vacant and conducts an election. 

• If a nomination has not been received, the Returning Officer may call for 
nominations from the floor. If a nomination from the floor is not received, the 
position is declared vacant, and the vacancy can be filled at a later date. 

• One person can hold more than one position temporarily while actively 
seeking to fill that vacant position. 
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NEW SPEAKERS. 
 

Toni CROSSLAND  
Topic: Eglantyne Jebb, a British social reformer and activist - Founder of Save the Children. 
 

Biography: 
“I have had a working life spent in research and teaching in Universities and then teaching in 
TAFE. On retiring, I wanted to do something local, something global and something of particular 
interest.  
I volunteered with the National Trust at Woodbridge House for 15 years. I am still volunteering in 
the local hospital auxiliary and with Save the Children. For many years I have been involved with 
the preparation for and the running of Save the Children book sales at the University of WA.  
These book sales are major fund raisers for STC in WA. During my time with STC I have become 
very interested in the founder and she is the topic of my talk.” 

 

         
 

• Recommended by Mary-Helen from Mundaring Probus Club 
               

 

Mr Tarun Preet SINGH 
Topic: The history of the Sikhs in WA 
 

Tarun is an advocate of Australian Sikh history - a non-academic historian. He has researched the 

history of the Sikhs and produced a booklet “Sikhs in West Ustrelyah” 1890 – 1950 
Recent research by the Australian Sikh Heritage Association (ASHA) confirms the existence of 
Sikh connections to Western Australia’s Indigenous community that can be traced back over 160 
years..  Tarun is actively engaged in finding the missing links between Sikh and Aboriginal history. 
He gives a very factual interesting talk. 
 

0434 075 043 Tarun_preet2000@yahoo.com 
 

• Recommended by Marilyn from Kallaroo Probus Club 

 

SPEAKER REMOVED  ANIMAL COMPANIONS 
 

 
Please remove Animal Companions, Mike and Claire Webb, from your list.  
They were volunteers working with Therapy dogs through Animal Companions, training 
dogs for Guide Dogs WA.  
 
 

Eglantyne Jebb – the woman who founded Save the Children over 

100 years ago in 1919 – was one of the world's most influential 

champions of children's rights. 
The story of a woman who did not conform to the expectations of 
the times. Through a relatively short life and despite continual bad 
health she achieved a number of firsts. These achievements 
include the founding of Save the Children. 
 
Details: Toni Crossland  ph. 0409 654 620   
Email: crossland_toni@yahoo.com.au 
 

mailto:Tarun_preet2000@yahoo.com
mailto:crossland_toni@yahoo.com.au
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NARROGIN PROBUS CLUB INC.  from Susanne - Secretary Narrogin Probus 
       

     

         
           
 

    HOLLYWOOD KINGS PARK PROBUS CLUB 
                       From Anne Bloeman 

     
       

The Narrogin Probus social group organized a trip 

to Fremantle for 24 of our members on Monday 

17th Feb. 

We travelled to Barrack St Jetty by bus from 

Narrogin, ferried across to Fremantle on the 

Captain Cook ferry and enjoyed a lovely lunch at 

Ciccarelli's.   There was time for a bit of a wander 

around, and some even took the opportunity to 

jump on the Ferris Wheel.  

Then it was time to get back on the bus for the trip 

home.   The day was enjoyed by all. 

 
  

 

A New Way to Drone at Probus  
 

All eyes were on the sky at a recent 
Hollywood Kings Park Probus Club 
meeting! Members were treated to 

an informative talk and  a 
demonstration of how drones work 

and their growing use in our 
society. 
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The Albany Ladies Club, the first ladies club in WA, celebrated its 40th birthday on February 24, 2025, 
with a luncheon at a local hotel, complete with Probus coloured bunting, balloons, a birthday cake 
and a certificate from Probus head office.  
 

In late 1984 the Albany Probus Club promoted the idea of a ladies club. The Albany Rotary Club 
agreed, and the Albany Ladies Probus club was formed  in 1985 with 65 ladies signing up. 
June Bailey was the  inaugural President,  currently living in a nursing home in Perth,  she is the only 
surviving foundation member. 
 

Guest speakers  provide a diverse range of interesting topics which are informative and thought 
provoking. Over the years the club has enjoyed many varied and interesting speakers:  
 From health related to Legal matters including Wills, Powers of Attorney etc.;  Consumer Protection 
on a range of relevant topics including scam recognition and protection;  travel  and local newsworthy 
topics. 
 

Outings provide social opportunities and are informative. In earlier years the club members were able 
to participate in Probus organized trips within Australia and New Zealand. These tours are still 
available, however due to increasing age are not now taken advantage of.  
 

Although numbers are low, the average age is in the mid-high 80s, we are proud of the 40 years of what 
has been a vibrant club which has seen many friendships formed, and has provided a welcoming 
place to meet for Fun, Friendship and Fellowship, 
 

The current committee is committed  to ensuring the club continues to thrive for as long as we are 
able.  
   
Veana Scott, Vice President and Editor. 
 

The First  Ladies Probus Club in WA 
celebrates  their 40th anniversary. 
 

COMMITTEE LEADS THE WAY: The ALPC 40th 
elected committee from left: Veana Scott, 
Merilyn Knewstub; Carol Tonge, Kath Hough, 
Phillipa Dougherty; Joy Webb, and Ruth 
Williams. 

 
 

CUTTING THE 40TH CAKE: Member Susette 
Evans was invited to cut the cake in honour 
of her success in and promotion of disabled 
sailing and her community work. Pictured 
with current president Merilyn Knewstub.  
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     PAWA 
      The Voice of 

    WA Probus Clubs 
 

Come along to a committee meeting 
and give us your ideas to ensure that 

PAWA is an effective voice of WA 
Probus Clubs. 

 
Contact Secretary Pauline Dunning for 

an invitation to attend. 
 

pawasecretary@gmail.com 
 

 
 

The PAWA Committee meets at the 
Melville Recreation Centre, Cnr Stock 

Rd and Canning Highway Melville.  
 

1st or 2nd Thursday of every second 
month and more regularly 

 before the AGM. 
 

 
PAWA also meets via Zoom. 

 
The Committee meets next in Melville on 

Thursday 3rd April  2025 
 

Website: probuswa.wordpress.com 
 
 

Facebook:  
The Probus Association of  

Western Australia 
 
 
 

This newsletter is private & confidential, for Probus use 
only and not to be used for any other purpose. 

 
 

 

 
PROBUS ASSOCIATION OF WA INC. 

 

President Ralph Sirmulis 
PAWApresident@gmail.com 

 

Vice President Sue Harwood 
smharwood2@gmail.com 

 

Vice President Edna Jones 
edna.jones201@gmail.com 

 

Secretary Pauline Dunning 
PAWAsecretary@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer Helen Hardy 
helenhardy@westnet.com.au 

 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Moira Macpherson 
mfmkmac@gmail.com 

 
Michael Macpherson 

mfmkmac@gmail.com 
 

Carol Hoult 
Ccapo@bigpond.com 

 
Brian Hoult 

briankhoult@gmail.com 
 

Sandra Dawe 
sdawe1947@gmail.com 

 

 
Directory 

Pauline Dunning 
 
 

News and Notes Editor, 
Speakers List, Outings List, 

Sue Harwood 
 
 

Immediate Past President 
Peter Olney PSM 

Ellenbrook Probus Club 
pete@gdaygday.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:pawasecretary@gmail.com
mailto:PAWApresident@gmail.com
mailto:smharwood2@gmail.com
mailto:edna.jones201@gmail.com
mailto:PAWAsecretary@gmail.com
mailto:helenhardy@westnet.com.au
mailto:mfmkmac@gmail.com
mailto:mfmkmac@gmail.com
mailto:Ccapo@bigpond.com
mailto:briankhoult@gmail.com
mailto:sdawe1947@gmail.com
mailto:pete@gdaygday.com

